
Part 1. 

“It’s been like this for the like the past two weeks.”  

“Ok.  Let me have a look…  Spread your legs.  Hmmmmmm…  Well it feels normal…  And you say there 

has been no discharge, no noticeable swelling…  Just the pain?” 

“No.  Just the pain.” 

“Any pain when you urinate?” 

“Like I said.  It’s not the actual shaft that hurts.  It’s just my balls.” 

“Well, I don’t see anything particularly wrong.  Perhaps you strained yourself lifting something or you 

somehow bruised them.” 

“Do you think it’s an STD?” 

“I couldn’t know that just by looking unless there were some easily noticeable symptoms…  Anyway you 

should have a better clue as to whether it’s an STD than me.  Have you been practicing unsafe sex?” 

“No.  I always use a condom.” 

“Well.  I’m not a judge but like they say ‘Abstinence is the only way to be certain’.” 

“Well.  I’m not a doctor but you could fall on a hypodermic  needle and get aids.  Or, or sit on a dirty 

toilet sit and get herpes.” 

“Ha Ha.  Funny guy.  Well I am a doctor and it’s so extremely unlikely that you would get herpes from a 

toilet seat that acquiring it that way would be borderline miraculous.  Also.  If hypodermic needles are 

coming into close enough proximity with your testicles to be a possible cause of this problem then we 

might need to be engaging in a different conversation.” 

“Touche…” 

“So.  As I was saying...  I can’t really rule anything out just by looking at you like this.  I’ll have to run a 

few tests.  We will give you a full STD screening and see where that takes us.” 

“Does it seem like anything though?” 

“I can’t really tell you that without doing any tests.” 

“But, I mean as a symptom does pain in the scrotum point to anything in particular?  Like I googled pain 

in the scrotum and…” 

“Number one.  Stop.  Like you said before you aren’t a doctor.  Number two never look up your 

symptoms online because you end up terrified with the results that come up.  It’s the perfect 

confirmation bias.  People who look up there diseases are paranoid about the worst possible outcome 



and that makes the sites showing the most terrifying cases of things most popular which means that 

when a terrified person looks up a symptom the first things that they see are the worst possible diseases 

and cases.  Also, the reason I can’t say whether or not your symptoms are definitive signs of a specific 

disease is because there are too many things that testicular pain alone could be a symptom of.  That’s 

like you asking me if your cough is a symptom of lung cancer.  Sure, it could be.  But, but, it could be and 

probably is a symptom of a more common disease.  Like ughhhh, A common cold for instance.” 

“I understand.” 

“Ok then.  Just sit tight and I’ll go order the tests.  Then the nurse will come back and do her thing and 

you’ll be out the door.  I’ll call you as soon as I get the results and we can just go from there.” 

     

   


